











CREASY-JOHNSON REPORT

This past year, the Creasy-Johnson Fund
awarded three grants. The first was to Elkton
Middle School for a watercolor workshop of
six weeks duration in March for 24 students.

This workshop combined art with history by
visiting local historical sites then using photos to
produce paintings that will be displayed during
the town’s centennial celebration. Lisa Gooden,
parent volunteer, was the applicant and Tracy
Moyers, the instructor. They were given a partial
grant of $660 which funded the instruction.

The second grant was awarded o Elkton
Elementary School Art Camp for a full amount
of $750 which funded the cost of instruction.

The camp met from June 8 to June 13 with

two 90 minute sessions, one for K-1 and one

for third to fifth grades. Forty-eight children
partficipated and learned many watercolor
techniques to produce landscapes and still lifes.

The third award was granted to Sandi
D'Alessandro at Hidden Valley High School in
Roanoke with a full funding of $983. Nancy
Stark was the instructor. The grant funded a
five day workshop on traditional watercolor
techniques during the month of May with 70
students participating. Sandi provided photos
of the Art Deco architecture of Miami’s South
Beach District which exposed the students
to lessons in art history. In addition to the
five day workshop, Nancy gave a 90 minute
workshop for all Roanoke County art tfeachers
and art club students. The works were on
display at the VWS’ 29™ annual exhibition
at the Shenandoah Club in Roanoke.

Works of art, in my opinion, are the only
objects in the material universe to possess
internal order, and that is why, though

I don't believe that only art matters,

I do believe in Art for Art’s sake.

E. M. Forster (1879 - 1970)

Digital Alert!

After much deliberation, the 2009 Board and

the 2009 Entries Commifttee have decided

to go all digital for next year’s show. Details

will be included in the 2009 prospectus,

but we wanted to give our members a

“heads up” as they begin to consider

possible entries for next annual event. Our

reasons for the change are as follows:

1. The juror prefers a single format.

2. Catalog printers require a digital format.

3. Slide projectors, film, and
processing are obsolescent

4. Mailing a disc to/from juror is much easier/
cheaper than mailing 6 - 10 slide carousels.

5. Scanning slide entries upon receipt to
convert to digital is time-consuming,
expensive, and subjective.

6. It has become increasingly easier for
members to have their individual slides
converted to digitals at local photo shops.

7. Digital format is desirable for the VWS
archives, web site, and 2009 dinner program.

8. Image orientation for jurying, catalog,
web site, etc. will be correct, not
upside down or backwards.

9. Requiring two entry methods was a
rule that was rescinded at the 2008
business meeting last month.

Jean K. Gill

OPPORTUNITIES

JAN LEDBETTER PAINTING WORKSHOP-
TOUR TO GUATEMALA, March 2-11, 2009.
You're invited to join Jan on a PAINTING
WORKSHOP - TOUR to GUATEMALA, a land
of unigue beauty, rich history, and colorful
fraditions. Jan, an award winning artist and
painting instructor, is a Signature Membership
of the National Watercolor Society, Southern
Watercolor Society, and Virginia Watercolor
Society. To see Jan’s work go to hitp://www.
janledbetter.com. For trip information, go

to http://www.exploreguatemala.com.




